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THE TIME OF 


AB those of us returning after — let’s 
just say a long time — it probably 
appears that Sharon has survived the 
twentieth century pretty well. 

True, we have about four times the 
population we had in 1942 and, except on 
Moose Hill, open fields have given way to 
houses; but the pure air and water that 
brought tuberculosis sufferers here in the 
past are still not bad. The air isn’t quite as 
wonderful as it was, and the water is 
chlorinated — but both still compare well 
with the same resources in urban areas 
elsewhere. 

Post Otfice Square still supports a fair 
number of business enterprises — but they 
are not the ones we remember. Our old 
high school building stands empty and its 
fate is uncertain, yet Boston magazine has 
named today’s Sharon High School one of 
the state’s ten best. 

We are a bedroom town still: we can 
ride the train to Boston for work or shop- 
ping or entertainment, but we are just as 
likely to pursue these activities at one of 
the malls that flourish on the periphery. 


We are still the quintessential middle- 
class suburb. The extremes that plague 
both ends of the economic spectrum in 
other communities are not as noticeable 
here. 

On the basis of “win some, lose some,” 
Sharon’s physical and social environment 
has fared pretty well. The real change is 
something different. 

Fifty years ago we were just a small 
town in Massachusetts, loosely connected 
to the fabric of 48 states. Today, com- 
merce and communication tie us just as 
closely to Tokyo and Berlin, for example, 
as to New York and Washington, while 
environmental concerns of a global 
nature remind us that we cannot escape 
the consequences of human activity 
anywhere in the world. For better or for 


worse, we’re all in it together. 


There are other worries too. When we 
got our first jobs we lived in a world 
where “American” and “Made in | 
America” were magic words. We had 
things the rest of the world wanted: cars, 
washing machines, refrigerators, money. 


Our LIveEs 


by Ruth Flanagan Pelizzon 


If we went abroad our dollars bought us 
luxuries not available to native citizens 
with their devalued currencies. Americans 
of our generation expected to become 
materially richer during their lives, and, 
for the most part, they did. 

The leveling out of living standards 
between us and the rest of the developed 
world has come about slowly but steadily, 
and it has changed the balance of national 
relationships. 

_ The end of the Cold War has shown us 
how hard it is to change our national 
focus. There is an uneasy feeling that we 
have been fighting the wrong war for quite 
a while now. It is easy to attribute the 
collapse of the Soviet Union to its ineffi- 
cient production and distribution system, 
but that’s not the whole story. 

Our own physical size, our enormous 
heterogeneous population, the high cost 
of administering this divided whole, the 
vast gap in living standards between the 
richest and the poorest of our people, a 
government which remains inert in the 
face of any crisis other than that which we 


are told must be met by military force, and 
which seems to reproduce itself by cloning 
— all these say that we have more in 
common with the late Soviet Union than 
we like to think. 

Yet even as we measure ourselves on the 
world stage today it is apparent that our 
system still offers the means to change and 
adapt. 

Grass roots democracy is still a potent 
force. We still have vast resources and 
potential in terms of industry, intelli- 
gence, people of good will. After all, social 
dilemmas such as we face have confronted 
every advanced society, in one form or 
another, as that society has matured. The 
environmental problems confronting us 
are shared with the whole population of 
earth and, as daunting as they are, the fact 
that we must solve them together may 
lead us to new and more positive relation- 
ships with our world neighbors. 

It most certainly remains for each of us — 
the Class of ’42 or whoever we are in this 
great nation — to shape a better future for 
our children and future generations. 


our teachers 


“Encapsulating 50 years of my life since leaving Sharon High is 
tantamount to dropping a sardine into the Mediterranean, but this 
ever so brief synopsis would be incomplete without some special 
thanks to the Misses Dorothy Chase and Dorris Newton whose 
enormous influence helped me throughout the years to achieve 
many of my successes.” 


— Carlotta Vitale Ecclestone 


Dorothy M. Chase 
Newburyport, MA 


Until my retirement in 1972, school, church, and group activities kept me so busy 
that | looked upon my weekends and vacations in Newburyport as necessary 
relaxation and kept no local contacts except with my immediate family. I had 
anticipated a peaceful retirement, resuming neglected friendships, but unfortu- 
nately my sister died on the official date of my retirement, and my only-surviving 
brother died exactly six months later. 

Well-meaning friends urged that I return to Sharon, but so many of my close 
friends there had died or moved away that the town had changed. Here lam in my 
own home, where | have lived for 75 years, and I feel a part of the community. | 
have always loved Newburyport and I still do, in spite of the changes in population 
and appearance. 

In early 1991 I had an automobile accident and two cataract operations (with 
a serious infection after the second) and felt compelled to give up my volunteer 
years at the hospital and the public library and the maritime museum. I continue 
to be active in the YWCA workshop. 

My membership in several church and local organizations gives me adequate 
social life. 

In 1957 I discovered the fascination of foreign travel and since have been able 
to visit about 60 European, African, and Asiatic countries. Alas, I got to the 
Caribbean but never to South America, and now it’s too late. Because a nephew was 
in the service I was lucky to have extended stays in California, Hawaii, Iceland, Italy 
and Germany, but I lived always as an American, meeting few local people. Too 
bad! Now that age has slowed me so much, I can only read about the places I’d love 
to visit. 

Not an eventful life, but I’ve enjoyed it. 


Dorris E. Newton 
Sharon, MA 


When you students graduated in 1942 with three years of French at the most, you 
were headed for a college where a year in high school was covered in one semester, 
and you had the dilemma of deciding whether to skip a semester of French, which 
would have been a struggle, or to repeat a semester, which would have been a snap. 

Eventually, we offered French IV, which solved that problem, but not until the 
1950’s, at least, when the town began to grow. First, the increased enrollment meant 
that there were enough students to fill five classes, and I no longer taught English. 

As the enroliment increased further, more French teachers were needed, and 
Spanish was added to the curriculum. Also, the goals of speaking and understanding a 
foreign language were added to the previous long-standing goals of reading and writing. 

I spent asummer at the Vermont Language School where | used the language 
laboratory daily. | was so completely sold on its value that I urged the superinten- 
dent to include a language lab in the new building — and he did. 

I had spent the summer of 1938 in France, and as soon as the war clouds lifted 
I returned. There were two highlights of that summer: | had the thrill of being 
entertained for several days by the child in Brittany, now grown and married, whom 
my classes had “adopted” during the war and to whom we had sent food or clothing 
each month; and I was able to see more of southwestern France, and to visit the 
Lascaux Caves with their prehistoric wall paintings just before they were closed to 
the public to prevent deterioration. 

Since I retired I have been back to Europe twice: once to fulfill the dream of seeing 
Norway and its fiords, and once to spend two weeks in Portugal with a 1936 graduate 
of Sharon High School now living with her husbandin Lisbon. Of late, my “vacations” 
have been two weeks each winter on a yacht-type cruise in the Caribbean. 

As an active member of the Sharon Garden Club, I work on plantings at the 
Baptist Church parking lot, the library, and the housing for the elderly at Hixson 
Farm Road. With others, I take flowers to the nursing home in the summer and help 
the patients make bouquets for their rooms. In the winter I attend the weekly Bible 
Study group at the Congregational Church, and I also hostess the weekly meeting 
of the rug braiders. 

I am in good health, and do all my own gardening. I’m afraid I won’t be able 
to recognize you after 50 years, but [look forward to chatting with you and reading 
your accounts in this booklet. 


about ourselves 


O let the solid ground 
Not fail beneath my feet 
Before my life has found 
What some have found so sweet. 


— Alfred Tennyson 


George Henry Allen 
Danville, CA 
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Just call me “Bud.” lam a retired consulting planner/landscape architect. My wife, 
Elaine, is still working taking care of me. We live in Danville, CA. Aside from being 
blown up in WWII, a couple of kidney stones, and a mild heart attack (if there is 
such a thing), I feel great and work out at a gym when we’re at home. I have become 
an advocate of retirement — do the things you always wanted to do. Elaine and I 
(couldn’t have done it without her) have two daughters, Marta, 40, and Sharyn, 42, 
married to great guys. We have six beautiful granddaughters (three years to 19 
years of age) all living in California. A whole new clan started. Brother Bill is doing 
the same in Boulder, CO. 

As in high school, I am still an avid photographer, going through 35mm, 
Polaroids, 8mm movies to my S-VHS digital camcorder. I’m a fishing nut. Have 
trailer will travel to get up “close and personal.” We alternate trailering with 
camping at the “Hiltons” around the country. 

After graduation from good ol’ “Charles R. Wilber” and registering tor the 
draft I prepped at “Loomis” for a two-year tour in the army. Traveled through 
Texas, Missouri, lowa, California, England, France — then BOOM to Walter Reed 
Hospital in DC. 

Spent the next six years at Iowa State College, first as a mechanical engineer, 
then graduating with a B.S. in landscape architecture in 1952. Met my lowan 
“Elaine” in 1948, and had two daughters at my graduation. 

We decided to seek California gold, loaded our covered (Pontiac) wagon with 
our worldly goods, and moved to the San Francisco Bay area, where I spent four 
years as county planner, six years as a site planner with the SF FHA, including two 
years in Hawaii. 

Left the government to be more creative in my own planning firm at Lake 
Tahoe, CA, doing recreation and ski area design for three winters until frostbite 
moved us back to the SF Bay areain 1967. Spent the next 20 years with two ditferent 
engineering firms, giving them sensitivity lessons on design and the environment, 
until I retired in 1987 to let the next generation shape their world. 

I may not have left a huge footprint in the sands of time but I’m satisfied ... and 
that’s all that matters 


Caryl Andrews Draper 
Davis, CA 


I am Caryl Andrews Draper, sometimes called Cal or Andy. I wish David Bishop 
could still call me “Lanky” and mean it. 

Jim and I have been married for 44 years, raised two girls and two boys, and 
have five grandchildren. 

After Jim earned his Ph.D. at Cornell we moved to Stony Brook, Long Island; 
then Yale for seven years; and for 28 years we’ve been in northern California at 
U.C., Davis. Currently Jim is the senior professor of physics, teaching at U.C., 
Davis, and doing research at U.C., Berkeley, with no thought of retiring yet. 

One advantage of academic life is the encouragement to travel. We’ve been to 
Europe five times and have twice lived in England for nearly a year. It was great! 

I’ve taken a lot of college classes, but without a career in mind I had no desire 
to earn a degree. If I were to choose one now, I would follow in my daughter’s 
footsteps. She has just earned a master’s degree in environmental studies, and will 
soon teach the younger generation to enjoy and maintain the bounties of nature. 

I am still a New Englander at heart, with fondest memories of Sharon. 
Northern California has the advantage of a milder climate, and we enjoy many 
outside activities. We are fairly close to the mountains and the ocean, and look 
forward to camping with all the family. 

Jim enjoys sailing, but our continuing drought often keeps the boat in the 
parking lot. I still have an elderly horse, and the good sense not to ride anymore — 
but many youngsters are learning to ride on him. 

I’ll be thinking about you all in September, and remembering the good life we 
were fortunate to have SO years ago. 
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Edward Martin Berger 
Sharon, MA 
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Upon graduation from Sharon High in June of 1942, [looked upon the world at war 
and wondered what my role should be. 

First, | spent the summer working at Plymouth Rubber Co. in Canton. We 
worked on material to make tents for the Army. The work was boring and repetitive 
but the pay was good, and the experience was helpful to me in my later life. 

In September 1942 I entered Harvard College. By the year’s end | decided to 
join the Army Air Corps program. I started my training as a B-17 navigator in Santa 
Ana, CA. I then went to San Marcus, TX and Ardmore, OK. My crew and I were 
finally shipped to Topeka, KS awaiting our order to fly to Europe. That is when the 
war in Europe ended and I was shipped to Victorville, CA to train for B-29s to 
prepare for the invasion of Japan. Before training completed, the war was over in Japan, 
and we were shipped home. 

I returned to Harvard in 1946 and graduated in 1947. I was married in 1947 
and our first child, Marci, was born in 1948. She is married to Robert Nemhauser 
and living in Lake Oswego, OR. Marci received her doctorate in psychology and has 
an office in Portland, OR. Their daughter, Jennifer, our first grandchild, will start 
her senior year at Wellesley College in September. Jennifer’s brother, Brian, will 
graduate from high school in 1993. 

Our second child, Stephen, born in 1952, attended Northeastern College and 
married his high school sweetheart, Pattie Russell. Stephen works for Marshall’s 
Discount Department Stores. Stephen and Pattie have two children, Seth, 11, and 
Jenessa, 9. 

Our third child, Barbara, graduated from the University of Denver, married 
Berne Jackson, and now lives in Bellevue, ID. Berne works for an architectural and 
engineering firm, and Barbara teaches high school French. Their daughter, 
Catherine, is S. 

My business career started full time in 1947 when I went to work for our family 
business, a food manufacturing company. My father was my mentorand my friend 
during all those years until his death in 1972. We sold the company in 1966. I 
remained as plant manager until 1974. 


For the next 10 years I did consulting work in sales and marketing, mostly in 
the food area. Since 1984, I have devoted my full time to Dorris, community 
activities in Sharon and Greater Boston, to our children and grandchildren, and to 
traveling. Our health and vitality remain strong. Dorris and I enjoy playing tennis, 
working in the flower garden and relaxing at home. 


David Winn Bishop 
Bangor, ME 


Iam Dave Bishop (nee Gowing), professor of education, emeritus, of the University 
of Maine, Orono. I reside with my wife of 28 years, Isabel MacPherson, and our dog, 
Brutus, in Bangor, ME, and, from June through October, in Orwell Cove, Prince 
Edward Island, Canada. 

Nine days following our graduation, I was enrolled at Harvard. A year later, | 
was a member of the U.S.S. Naval Reserve in bootcamp in Newport, RI. Schooling 
in electronics followed in Michigan City, Indiana, Texas A & M and Treasure 
Island, San Francisco. Then, it was on to the submarine school in Groton, CT. 

“Join the Navy and see the world.” The Navy took me by train to San Francisco, 
by sea transport to New Guinea and Brisbane, Australia, and by cattlecar across the 
continent to Freemantle and the submarine U.S.S. Besugo. Three war patrols 
followed. I saw Bali by moonlight, the Sea of Japan in typhoon, and took R&R in 
the Philippines. A swim at the equator and a swim under the Golden Gate Bridge 
enlivened return to San Francisco for decommissioning the boat and a discharge 
for me. 

In 1949, Harvard granted me a B.S. (a major in chemistry, a minor in math). I 
taught science and math at Cambridge Academy the next year. Then it was on to 
the University of Maine foran M.A. in 1951.1 taught high school mathin Madison, 
ME for two years and was principal, teacher, coach in Winterport, ME for three 
years. | went to Ossining, NY (not to Sing Sing Prison) as curriculum coordinator 
(K-12) and assistant superintendent. There I began doctoral study at Columbia and 
New York University (completed in 1970). 

While looking for a superintendency of my own, | was shanghaied by Dean 
Mark Shibles to the University of Maine as an instructor at one-half my salary in 
New York. There | met my love (she outranked me), and we were married on Feb. 
15, 1964. | moved through the professional ranks, serving as graduate advisor to all 


rs 


non-doctoral students in the College of Education, teaching education law, 
educational supervision and administration, and educational foundations. In May 
1990 I retired. 

Isabel left the university as an associate protessor, returned to public school 
teaching, chaired the Bangor School Committee, and retired from tutoring and 
consulting in 1989. 

Reading, music, yard sales, antique shows and shops, flea markets, wonderful 
P.E.I. summers, forgettable Bangor winters fill our days. Life goes on. Happily, sodo we. 


Mary Bremner Kurpeski 
Hyde Park, MA 


Married. State of health OK. I’m a homemaker and a Bingo nut. 


Virginia Bremner Welliver 
Quincy, MA 
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Ah: my last 50 years, where are they? 

I’ve filled them with the joy of a wonderful husband and two beautiful 
daughters, who have given me three grandsons, and a lovely granddaughter. 

I’ve been many places and seen many things. 

I’ve gone down the Savannah River from Augusta to Hiltonhead, South 
Carolina in a houseboat. 

I’ve been in the Great Smokey Mountains to the bayous of Louisiana. 

I’ve traveled the canals in England from Llangollen Whitechurch to Trevor in 
a canal boat with my husband and children. 

I’ve seen where Shakespeare was born and Anne Hathaway’s homestead. I’ve 
been to the Tower of London to see where my favorite queen (Anne Boleyn) was 
beheaded. 

I’ve also gone tent camping with my children and grandchildren. 

I’ve had a very full and rich life and could never tell all I’ve done and seen, but 
only hope each and every one of you had the same. 


Eleanor Cox Drew 
Bowdon, GA 


[ am sorry that I will not be able to attend this class reunion as we have prior 
commitments. Thus, I will tell you a little of my life since leaving Sharon High 
School. 

I have been married to Alfred Drew for 48 years and we now live in Bowdon, 
GA. We have two daughters, aged 44 and 38. The elder daughter has three boys, 
ranging in age from 24 to 18. The oldest is going into the US Air Force on April 20. 
Our younger daughter has two girls, 13 and 8. Quite naturally, all these children are 
perfect little darlings. 

My husband retired from 21 years in the US Navy, then became a building 
contractor, and retired again at age 62. 

I have been spending my time being a housewife most of my married life. My 
husband spent many years at sea, and we both felt I should stay home with our girls 
while he was away during their growing years. 

We have lived in the South most of our married life and have spent time in 
most of the states on the East Coast. So I have been to and seen many interesting 
places, and have done many interesting things in that time. 

We now live on a small farm here in Georgia, and our two daughters and their 
families live close by. 

My health remains quite good. I did havea slight heart problem a year ago last 
February, but all seems to be under control at this time. 

I really have no big things I desire to do in later years other than take a trip to 
the Grand Canyon and the West Coast as I have never had the opportunity to 
travel beyond the Midwestern states. 

I guess that about covers it. Not real exciting, but | have enjoyed it tremen- 
dously. Best wishes. 
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Frank A. Fitzpatrick 
Tucson, AZ 
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Three months with the army in Texas and we were on our way to Casa Blanca and 
the sands of North Africa. Shortly after the invasion of Sicily and a second bout 
with pneumonia, which left me seriously bothered by bronchial asthma, I was 
discharged in January 1945. Later, | moved to Tucson, Arizona. 

The VA enrolled me in the Business Administration College, University of 
Arizona, for the fall semester. | took a job with the Southern Pacific Railroad 
working evenings, and for two years did both. A local school supply firm with 
seven stores in Arizona hired me to sell athletic equipment in southern Arizona. | 
traveled to the schools and colleges, enjoyed the work, and was promoted to 
department manager. 

A few years later, with my brother Tom’s help, I opened “Fitzpatrick’s Athletic 
Outfitters,” my first store. About a year later I took the big step and married Mary Lou 
Whittington. Within two years, two additions, Teresa and Michael, joined the family. 

I opened a second store, two new lines (class rings and yearbooks). Also added 
two more kids to the family, Kathleen and Brian. We did the southern California 
beaches and fishing in the White Mountains, gold panning in the hills, and 
geology surveys in the desert for tun. 

Following surgery, Mary Lou’s health became a problem. After some stressful 
years, and a divorce, I was left with four kids, ages 7 to 14 years. They were very 
reliable, capable and helpful, and with the help of wonderful neighbors and 
curtailment of my traveling we got along quite well. Several years passed, then 
Brian, the youngest, committed suicide. 

The death of two key employees in one year forced the sale of the “Educational 
Supply Company.” Retiring, I traveled to Europe and enjoyed Ireland, where I 
visited the “cousins.” 

The new challenge was health and life insurance, but several years with a 
Tucson agency, then with my own independent agency, convinced me that 
insurance was not my type of industry. 

With a young lady just out of the University of Arizona, | published a free 
apartment information guidebook for renters. I sold advertising for revenue, and 
distributed approximately 20,000 copies monthly for a company in Georgia. 


But arthritis nagged my movements and I retired two years ago when I 
had to have my right hip replaced. I still enjoy traveling and fly fishing, and 
I’m always on the go. 


Ruth Flanagan Pelizzon 
Sharon, MA 


Autobiography time finds me still occupying the 1850’s farmhouse on Bay Road 
that my grandparents bought as a summer retreat in 1911 and where, some years 
later, | was born and spent much of my childhood. In America it is an oddity to be 
found living in your birthplace, so I hasten to add that in between times | have also 
lived in London and the west of England, Rome, my husband’s home city of 
Trieste, not to mention various other suburbs of Boston, as school, work, personal 
inclination or husband-following have dictated. However, in spite of a certain 
amount of traipsing about, it was in this house, in the spring of 1961, that my 
husband and | settled, and here, for the most part, we raised our family. 

I think mostly we are nota generation of women who have made great Careers. 
Even when we were not precisely housewives we have not made it into “Who’s 
Who?’ either. What we have done is raise children. | have produced three, each 
about ten years apart (which, someone has said, is doing it the hard way). Sheila, 
my No. 1 daughter, is the mother of eleven-year old Andre anda doctoral candidate 
in Sociology at SUNY, Binghamton. David, a 1981 graduate of West Point, has 
served with the 82nd Airborne Division and the Ist Ranger Battalion, has a 
graduate degree from Harvard’s Kennedy School, and is currently assigned to the 
Pentagon. He is married and is the father of three-year-old Jeannette. Penelope 
(real name Vanessa), the afterthought, spent her high school years being very 
active with Sharon Community Theater. After two years as a budding actress at 
Boston Conservatory, she took off a year to travel and wound up majoring in 
English and Art at UMass/Boston, where her talents as a poet won her a summer 
scholarship to Trinity College, Oxford. Next fall she enters a graduate writing 
program at U/Cal, Irvine, where she has been awarded a teaching fellowship. 

Except for two years on the professional library staff at Tufts University I have 
mostly worked as (horrors!) asecretary. Mostly, I practiced this grim calling in well- 
known universities (Harvard, MIT). This does not mean the jobs were interesting; 
it means we needed money. 
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The sudden death of my husband in 1977 changed the scenario of how | 
expected to spend my “golden years.” Since 1984 I have spent a good deal of time 
in Ireland. Before long, I hope to buy a farm there where I can garden and keep a 
horse and a few cattle and sheep. 


Gertrude French Curtis 
Lake View Plantation, ME 


| retired last June after 23 years with the School Department as Library Clerk. 
However, I still hold the office of Town Treasurer here in Lake View Plantation, 
where we live, and I have held that position for 22 years. Bill is still holding the 
office of Assessor, and has held it for the same length of time. 

Bill and I will celebrate our 47th wedding anniversary in January. We have two 
married sons and five grandchildren, ranging in age from 16 to 25. Isit possible we 
are that old? We don’t realize it until we try to do all the things we used to do. We 
do still hunt and fish and ride our ATV — but we did give up our snowmobiling. We 
don’t travel far afield anymore as Bill’s health will not permit it. May you all enjoy 
your time together, and you can be sure I’ll be thinking of you all. 


Betty Frye Post 
Sharon, MA 


Irving Post was my best friend when we graduated — and SO years later he still is. 

We have raised three sons of whom we are very proud. They and their wives 
have given us four wonderful grandchildren. 

Irv and I have lived in Sharon for the last 31 years. We enjoy our home on 
Crest Road, but now we hope to find another home in this town requiring less 
maintenance. We like it here for many reasons, but especially because we have 
good friends and family nearby, and enjoy activities in the Unitarian Church. 

In the summer of 1942 I went with Helen Voit and Sharon teacher Mary 
Flannelly to the elegant seaside Essex & Sussex Hotel in Spring Lake, New Jersey. 
Helen and | learned to serve meals with the formality of a bygone era. We joined a 
beach club with an olympic-size swimming pool, made new friends, and enjoyed 
being on our own. Altogether, it was an experience to remember. 
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In the fall, I began a liberal arts course at Boston University and also enjoyed 

swimming and diving classes at the YWCA, and equestrian training in Jamaica Plain. 

Two years later, all this seemed a bit frivolous when so many of my friends 
were involved in the war effort. | applied to and was accepted by the US Cadet 
Nurse Corps, and in September 1944 went off to Cornell University/New York 
Hospital School of Nursing for a challenging three years. 

During the war that program was more rigorous because student nurses also carried 
a heavy schedule of hospital duty and responsibilities unheard of in normal times. 

In September 1947 I left New York City with a diploma from New York Hospital, a New 
York state nurse’s registration, a degree from Cornell — and a diamond ring from Irv. In 
October I started work at Mass. General Hospital. Irv and I were married in December. 

When Irv graduated from BU early in 1949 and took a job with the Providence 
Journal I left Mass. General with some reluctance, but looked forward to my new 
career as a housewife and mother. 

When Alan, my oldest son, was preparing for college in 1966, I took a job as 
director of Sharon Manor, a new nursing home established to meet the require- 
ments of Medicare. It was a challenge that I learned to enjoy. I worked there for two 
and a half years, and left when it was time to respond to other needs in the family. 

Today, I enjoy playing bridge, swimming, gardening and tennis, and hope to 
discover other interests as time goes by. 


Henry James Gaffney 
Sharon, MA 


Married Emmy Hassam. We have a son, Stephen. Lived in Sharon. Enjoying 
retirement. 
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William Buckland Gardner 
Sharon, MA 


After graduating from Sharon High School I went to work for the New Haven 
Railroad as a timekeeper and stayed until entering the armed services. I was a radio 
operator and gunner in the Army Air Force for three years. 

After being discharged I returned to the railroad, and then went to work for the 
Boston Edison Company, first as an appliance salesman and later as a store 
manager. I took an early retirement after 30 years. 

In 1944 I married Freda Johnson (Class of 43), and we have two children, five 
grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. 

Gardening and photography are hobbies of mine. 

Freda and I, being in fairly good health, now hope to do some traveling. 
Perhaps Alaska will be our first trip. 


John Bent Hemenway 
Rockport, MA 
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Since high school: 

Three years in the Army in World War II. Married Caroline B. Simonds, an 
early childhood neighbor whom | remet by accident in Boston in 1946. Still 
married, no children. 

Worked for a number of years in family-owned business in New Hampshire. 
Attended University of New Hampshire. 

Finally back to Boston. Spent next 20-odd years with a wholesale fuel 
company supplying train and bargeloads of coal and oil to several utility plants in 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. Then to work for a local steel forging company. 
Retired from there in 1985. 

Many years ago winterized our summer house in Rockport, left Boston to re- 
experience small-town living. Now live in converted 1850’s schoolhouse. 

Have traveled a good bit over the years in the United States and Europe. Enjoy 
seaside gardening, reading, and getting out of cold weather! Hope to continue as 
long as age and health permit. | 

The future? To be healthy, content, and able to deal with what fate hands us. 


Barbara Hughes Wagner 
Bandon, OR 


| have been married for 47 years to George Wagner (Malden, MA). We have one 
daughter, Janis Beeson of Jacksonville, FL. We had two grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 

My grandson passed by his own hand at age 16. He is one of the statistics this 
country is trying to understand and hopefully do something about. My grand- 
daughter married a Navy career man and they live in Indianapolis. They haveason, 
4, and a daughter, 1. 

My mother, father and brother have passed away. My sister, Florence Coletta, 
resides in Norwood, MA and summers on Cape Cod. 

My health is good, and, with the help of medications, I remain very active. 
When my husband retired in 1980 we came to Bandon, OR to live. He had several 
relatives here and we had visited often over the years. 

[left nurses’ training to get married, and moved north of Boston to live. |worked 
14 years in the electronics industry as tester, group leader and engineer’s assistant. 

My hobbies have been gardening, crocheting, reading, bird watching and 
antiques hunting. I collect owl items, clowns, marbles, and old postcards. I have 
chased antiques shows, flea markets and yard sales all my life. 

We have had a good life and have traveled all over the United States. I visit 
Massachusetts every two years. We love all animals, and at present a miniature 
schnauzer “runs our lives.” 

I was reluctant to leave Massachusetts, but finally adjusted to life “Out West.” 
I still retain my “Eastern accent.” 

Bandon is a quaint little town of 2700 people, and is a tourist attraction. Life 
is simple and quiet. The people are friendly and helpful. We re on the Pacific Coast, 
with a lighthouse and a large river flowing into the sea. 

Iam amember of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary. Both my husband 
and | are active in the Bandon Senior Activity Center, and I represent the Center at 
the monthly Area Agency on Aging Council meetings along the coast here. I have 
served the Center in many official capacities. 
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I’ve had a desire to visit two of our states. We went to Hawaii for our 25th 
anniversary in 1970 and hope to go to Alaska for our SOth. I plan to stay healthy 
and live happily here for many more years by keeping my sense of humor, having 
good loyal friends, a love of family, and accepting that which I cannot change. 


John Landall 
Hull, MA 
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Hi! I’m John (Jack) Landall of Hull, MA and I went into retirement in September 
1989. While my health is still good, | am recovering from a hip replacement last 
February 25 anda knee replacement less than a week Iater. 

Miriam and | were married in November of 1950. Our son, Charles (Chuck) 
Landall, is 37 years old. 

My special interests are photography, music, travel, gardening, swimming, 
stamp collecting, antique cars, and fishing. 

Outstanding trips include Sweden, Norway and Denmark in 1976, a cruise 
from New Orleans to Natchez aboard the Mississippi Queen in 1987, and a seven- 
day trip to California, with side trips to Catalina and three days aboard the Queen 
Mary in February 1989. 

We hope our next trip will be to England for the Old Car Run from London to 
Brighton. We are also interested in attending a concert at the Royal Festival Hall. 

| worked at Bostonian Shoe, Inc. from 1954 until Bostonian closed in 1980. I 
was fortunate enough to begin working for Hitchcock Shoe Co. in 1980 and 
remained there until my retirement in 1989. 

My military duty was at Fort Carson, CO preparing for the ski troops from 1948 
to 1949. 

The first 10 years after graduation I spent finding out who Jack Landall was. 
That’s it! John or “Jack” Landall, as you like! 


Florence Lavezzo Cittadino 
Sharon, MA 


Health: Good. 

Life has been good to me. I am a very private person — have a supportive 
husband and family, one son and one grandchild (who just arrived eight months 
ago). Now retired, enjoy traveling, golf and good friends. 

I married shortly after high school, lived in New Orleans, Louisiana, and New 
Jersey for a short time before returning to make our home in Sharon. 

We would like to visit Europe once again and try to recapture the fun we had 
there over twenty years ago. 


John William McGrath 


Fort Myers, FL 


Graduation to September 1942, worked as a busboy, Belmont Hotel, Harwich, MA. 

September 1942 to September 1943, as a welder on DE’s and landing craft, 
South Boston and Charlestown Navy Yards. 

September 1943 to July 1946, Marine Corps as a crew member on a B-26, and 
a lot of aircraft training schools. 

To August, 52-20 Club for eight weeks, then to work on grill cars as 
counterman, cook and finally bartender on New Haven & Hartford Railroad, where 
I met my present wife. 

October 26, 1947, married Barbara Gould; then left railroad to go to college in 
New York, business administration, until June 1948; then back to Boston for 
school in accounting until June 1951. 

We have five children, four girls and a boy. While in college in New York I had 
aspirations of going on the golf tour, but thought better of it and put education first. 

After graduation in Boston we moved to Chatham, MA, where I did all kinds 
of work, including building houses with another fellow; acquired a lot of new 
knowledge in this period. In late 1951, while still building houses, opened my first 
accounting office and made a successful practice until 1980, when I had to sell the 
business and office building I built in 1966 because of heart trouble. 
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During that same period I worked for the Town of Chatham from 1955 to 
1980 as Assistant to the Board of Selectmen and the Assessors. I also served as 
Veterans Agent, Special Police Officer, and on various town committees. 

By the time I got out of Marine boot camp | had lost my inferiority complex I 
had during all my school years. Was merited for bravery three times, the last time 
it was noted in The Boston Globe November 30, 1952. 

Two years ago we tooka motor trip around the United States, sawa lot, and had 
pleasant phone conversations with Caryl Andrews Draper and Barbara Hughes 
Wagner. Tried to see George “Bud” Allen, but no luck. 

We now live in a large condo in Florida. As far as any future things to do are 
concerned, | have done all | want to and have accomplished same. 


Norma Meister Vihlen 
Homestead, FL 
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I live in Homestead, FL, south of Miami. I am, and always have been, a housewife. 
My husband, Fred, still practices medicine here, so we are not as yet retired. 

Fred and | met during my first year of college at Oglethorpe University in 
Atlanta, GA. He became an ensign at Notre Dame and then was sent to Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology for a year. We married in Boston a week before he was 
sent to the Pacific. We married again nine months later ina Catholic ceremony in 
Salt Lake City, UT. 

We have raised four boys and a girl. Our eldest, Eric, is a radiologist in Venice, 
FL. He is married, with three children, the oldest one just about to graduate from 
B.C. Our second, Bob, is married with two girls, and is a contractor here in 
Homestead. Our third, Rick, is married with three children, and practices optom- 
etry in Leesburg, FL. This past summer (1 991) I took his daughter to London. It was 
fun being with a teenager. Our fourth, David, is also married and has one little girl, 
the pride of my life. He sells Ford trucks. Janie, our last, is divorced, has no children, 
and lives in St. Petersburg, FL. 

As for our interests, we play golf (have gone to Scotland five times just to play 
it where it all began). Tennis occasionally, and I’m a bridge nut as well. Housewif- 
ery actually comes in a poor fourth. 


A lot has happened in the 50 years since we all graduated from Sharon High 
School. This is my autobiography in a nutshell. Sounds boring, but it has been 
anything but! 


Priscilla Morse Varney 
island Falls, ME 


Greetings trom Island Falls, ME. I am in good health, as is my husband of 46 years. 
Clayton is a retired Prudential Insurance Co. agent. 

He and I lived in Concord, NH for 23 years prior to retirement, and while there 
raised our three children — Cheryl Sandquist, Clayton Varney Jr. and Calvin 
Varney. We have eight grandchildren and one great-grandchild on the way. 

Our summer cottage is on a beautiful lake, which is our hobby and greatest joy 
since we moved back to Island Falls. Clayton and I both enjoy cooking and 
entertain a lot. 

We have been to England and Scotland three times and are now satisfied to 
stay put in Maine and enjoy “our golden years.” 

My best wishes to all the members of the Class of ’42, and I hope all are well and happy. 


Frederick Christian Niethold 2nd 
Sharon, MA 


After graduation I worked at the Plymouth Rubber Company in Canton until I was 
drafted in 1944. 

I served with the 87th Infantry Division in Europe from December 1944 to July 
1945. I attained the rank of staff sergeant in a mortar platoon. Being a young 
division we were one of the first to return to the US after the war ended in Europe. 
We were to be retrained and shipped to the Pacific. Fortunately, the war ended in 
August 1945 and I was shipped to Ft. Devens and discharged April 1946. 

While at Devens I met my future wife, Cam, and we were married in | 947.We 
have two children: Richard, a carpenter, who lives in Sharon, and Patricia, a nurse, 
who lives in Groton, MA. We have two grandchildren: Sarah, 8, and Scott, 5, who 
live in Groton. We have lived in Sharon all these years and watched the town 
change and grow. 
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Following discharge from the Army I went to work for Westinghouse at the 
Sturtevant Division in Hyde Park, MA, where we man ufactured air moving and air 
handling equipment. My career was spent in production control, and I received 
my BA degree in 1958 from Northeastern University. In 1984 the division was sold 
and I retired as production control manager. 

Since that time I have kept busy doing gardening, woodworking, andentertain- 
ing our grandchildren. Cam and I have donea lot of touring and look forward to our 
yearly trips. 

Good luck and good health to all of you, and I will see you all at our 60th. 


Muriel Edith Ornell 
Cambridge, MA 
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Atage 67, my health is quite good. A bothersome high blood pressure is kept under 
control with daily medication. A major stroke slowed me down for a few months 
in 1983, but I have recovered 95 percent from it. 

After graduating from Sharon High School I enjoyed the summer working as 
a counselor at Camp Wonderland, Sharon. A fellow counselor who knew I would 
be seeking employment in the fall gave my name to her brother-in-law, an officer 
in New England Mutual Life Insurance Company, Boston. Asa result, in September 
1942 I was hired asa file clerk. In December 1986 I retired as a secretary. 

My parents, now dead, came from Sweden. As a first generation American | 
guess it was natural for me to have an interest in my parents’ homeland. Over the 
years I have visited Sweden six times, have been a member of various Swedish 
organizations, and own a Saab. 

My brother and sister have homes in New Hampshire and I enjoy country 
living often with them. 

As for the future, after our class reunion in September I plan to take another 
trip to Europe, and this time to Denmark and Germany, as well as Sweden. 


Marjorie Poirier Neilson 
Mechanicsburg, PA 


Three years ago I retired as Director of Volunteer Services at Harrisburg Hospital, 
where | had worked for 21 years. My other positions while there included 
Employment Manager and Benefits Manager. 

Currently | serve as secretary of our condo board along with chairing a couple 
of committees for the Auxiliary of the hospital. Because of my last job I do quite a 
bit of volunteering. This keeps me in good health, too busy maybe, but definitely 
not bored. 

At this writing my five children (four girls and a boy) have given me seven and 
a half grandchildren. The half is a boy who should make his appearance around the 
end of July. This will even it off at four girls and four boys. Their ages range from 18 
months to 18 years. 

On leaving high school I attended Gillis Business School, then did secretarial 
work for the next six years. I was secretary to the Dean of Suffolk University in 
1947-1948. The next 20 years were spent raising my children. After divorce | went 
to work and also back to school. 

Although I have done some traveling am looking forward to doing a lot more. 


Irving Ritson Post 
Sharon, MA 


The night job I took halfway through our senior year in high school carried me 
through one semester at Boston University. | then joined the Army, switched to the 
Air Corps, which I served, in the US only, until well after the war ended. 

| returned to BU as a journalism major. On December 27, 1947 I married Betty 
Frye, then a nurse at Massachusetts General Hospital, and graduated trom college 
one year later. 

For the next 17 years I worked mostly nights, the first 11 years at the 
Providence Journal as reporter, photographer, rewrite man and copy editor, and 
another 28 years as copy editor for the Boston Globe. We lived in the Providence 
area until 1961, at which time we, Betty and I, along with our children, Alan, 
Geoffrey and Daniel, moved back to Sharon. We parents have lived here ever since. 
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When I retired in September 1987 at the age of 63 I could point with pride to 
my wife, three sons, three daughters-in-law, four grandchildren and a newspaper 
career that taught me, if nothing else, the value of using language well. 

It first occurred to me in high school that I most desired to have a family, and 
after that, perhaps, some suitable job to support my family. It seemed appropriate, 
therefore, that our first child arrived just four months after I began my first full- 
time job. 

In retirement, I have worked as a tour guide at both Kendall Whaling Museum 
and Moose Hill Wildlife Sanctuary, and as an officer of the Sharon Historical 
Society. I still enjoy playing tennis on a year-round but limited basis. 

My present concerns focus on the dangers of environmental pollution, our 
worldwide population explosion, the inhumanity of war, and the need to return 
our American system of government to one truly controlled by the people. 

In the 50 years since our graduation from high school we have survived a 
world war that spawned the nuclear age, which in turn spawned ultimate 
considerations of nuclear war, nuclear power, and nuclear waste. 

Yet the most urgent question for this decade, I feel, is whether we can halt our 
gross abuse of planet Earth. Can we save ourselves in time? I feel it is urgent that we 
learn to better harmonize with our environment. And if we do so, we can also 
surely give the more recent waves of high school graduates the most precious gift 
of all — a future they can live with. 


Robert Norman Powers 
Sharon, MA | 
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I am retired and in fairly good shape. 

After graduation I spent several years in the Army Air Force. After separation 
from service in 1945, and further education I went to work for New England 
Telephone Company, serving in various management positions until retirement. 

Along the way I met and married my wife, Anne. We have been married since 
1948. We have two sons, one granddaughter and three grandsons. 

Since retirement we have led an active life, which includes foreign travel, US 
travel, and winters in Florida. Golf is my favorite activity. 


Arthur Wesley Robinson 
Haverhill, MA 


I reside with my wife, Nancy, in Haverhill, MA. Weare winding up our third year 
of retirement. Health is good. We have three children: Joy, registered nurse, 
Jonesborough, TN; Sally, commercial artist, Arlington, VA; Andrew, geologist, 
Montclair, NJ. All three are married. We have one grandchild, Joy’s Elizabeth, 
aged 8. 

After graduation from SHS I spent one year at Syracuse University before 
embarking on an extended vacation for Uncle Sam in the glorious South Pacific. 
After my stint for the Uncle, I returned to Syracuse for my degree in 1949, after 
which I went to work for Pillsbury Mills. Most important, however, was my 
marriage to Nancy Iddings. That was 42 years ago. 

A transfer to Augusta, ME ensued, and then to Minneapolis for four years. 
After seven years with Pillsbury we returned to Sharon. After a time, I went to 
work fora tood broker, whom I subsequently bought out. | had the company for 
12 years, sold out to a large broker and remained with him until he sold out to 
a New York firm. At that time I had an opportunity to join a few friends in the 
development of another brokerage firm, an experience that was challenging, 
rewarding and super fun. We started with 15 people on the payroll, and upon 
my retirement employed over 250 people. 

During this time Nancy and I had moved to West Newbury to get closer to our 

cottage in Ocean Point, ME. With Andrew at Governor Dummer Academy and 
the two girls in college, Nancy felt obliged to pitch in, so she went into the real 
estate business. She remained in business for 15 years and retired along with me. 

After living on the North Shorea few years we recognized that we had all the 
reasons for Maine at our fingertips (beaches, mountains, lobster), so we sold the 
place in Maine. Then Nancy found what we feel is the ideal retirement house 
just four miles from our old one. We moved and settled in. 

What is retirement for us? Busy and fun. Our yearly itinerary goes some- 
thing like this: January, a get-away to someplace warm for a few weeks; March, 
off to Europe, notably Portugal, fora month of warm sun; spring and fall, trip to 
be with the children; spring, summer and fall we work in the yard, garden, and 
we volunteer at the Plum Island National Wildlife Refuge as wardens. We are 


devoted bird-watchers. We also volunteer in various capacities for the City of 
Haverhill. During summer we usually take a few weeks to explore the Maritime 
Provinces of Canada. 

And that’s our capsule of 50 years! 


Catherine Rockett Currivan Songin 
Sharon, MA 
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After graduating from Sharon High School I began employment at the United Drug 
Company. In 1946 I married Donald F. Currivan, a Boston College graduate and 
all-American football player who was playing for the Los Angeles Rams. He played 
professional football for the first several years of our marriage. After his retirement 
from professional football Donald and I opened a real estate and insurance agency 
with offices in Foxboro and Mansfield. In 1948 our son John was born, followed in 
1953 by our daughter Nancy. In 1956 Donald died suddenly. 

In 1958 I sold our business and began working for the Trial Court of Western 
Norfolk in Wrentham. | was able to rise through the ranks, holding a number of 
positions, until l was promoted to the position of First Assistant Magistrate. During 
my years at the court | met and later married Edward “Butch” Songin, who was the 
chief probation officer at the court. He was also a well-known Boston College 
graduate, well known for his football and hockey ability. He later played 
professional football for the New York Titans and the Boston Patriots. In 1976 he 
died after a lengthy illness. 

My daughter, Nancy Marnik, her husband and two children reside in Sand- 
wich, Massachusetts. My son, John, is employed by the government and lives in 
Boston and Sandwich. 

Today I am still employed by the Massachusetts Court System, I still retain my 
real estate license, and I reside in Sharon. In my free time I enjoy spending time 
with my children, grandchildren, and other family members and friends. My 
interests include gardening, reading, cooking, and puttering. | am an active 
member of Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, the Massachusetts Bar Association, and the 
Clerks Association. I love to relax at home. I also spend time on Cape Cod. 


Sanford Prescott Rogers 
St. Petersburg, FL 


Perhaps most of the Class of ’42 didn’t know me well since I had only attended 
Sharon High School with this class tor my senior year. | had previously been 
involved in a bad accident (with broken bones, etc.) when I was in the class of ’36 
and had todrop back. Even in those days, lack of ahigh school diploma would close 
the door to many opportunities that a young person could take advantage of. 

Harold Clark, the principal, encouraged me to “stick your pride in your pocket 
and get that last year!” That I did, working at Kendall’s in Walpole from 4 p.m. to 
midnight and going to school in the daytime. At the ripe old age of 24 I graduated 
from SHS with all of you. At that time the draft board was itching to get their hands 
on me. | spent the following tour and a half years in the U.S. Air Force in 
communications andair traffic control work at Columbus, IN and Columbus, OH. 

After short stints with the U.S. Air Force in a civilian capacity and the state of 
Connecticut I went to work for the Civil Aeronautics Administration (now known 
as the Federal Aviation Administration) in 1948. My main expertise was in air 
traffic control and | controlled traffic in places such as Washington National and 
Atlanta. After many years controlling air traffic | went to FAA headquarters in 
Washington and administered air traffic control training programs. The last few 
years of my career involved aviation education, including motion picture produc- 
tion in Hollywood. 

I retiredin 1973 and have been “bouncing around the world” ever since! | have 
“seen it all,” except Australia and Africa. India, Nepal, Thailand, etc. — I’ve been 
there and can relate experiences from each country. I’ve been around the world 
three times, twice eastbound and once westbound. I’ve been to what used to be the 
Soviet Union four times. I am an “eclipse-o-phile” and so far have attended four 
total solar eclipses: Montana 1979, Indonesia 1983 (Java), Indonesia 1988 
(Sumatra), and Costa Rica 1991. 

I never married (but I am still looking!). I will be 74 years of age at the time of 
our get together. My father and mother passed away here in St. Petersburg in 1967 
and 1979. My three brothers are doing fine. George, Jr. and wife Nellie, are retired 
and living in Wyoming, RI. Wendell and wife Doris have a business in Romulus, 
MI. And Millard and his wife are retired and living in Orem, UT. 
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Peter Werner Seibert 
Edwards, CO 
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It seems like only yesterday that we were laughing on the tennis courts in Sharon 
or trying to find a hill large enough for skiing. 

1am still with Vail Associates, Inc. (the parent company of Vail) working as a 
consultant on long-range development plans and special projects for the resort. 
Between skiing, golf, and some back-country fishing and hiking, my health is good 
and my spirits even better. 

I have been single for approximately 14 years and have three sons, all of whom 
attended New England schools. Peter, 36, who is married, has three children, and 
works for Vail Associates Real Estate Co., went to Middlebury College and earned 
an MBA from Denver University. Calvin, 34, who went to the School of Visual Arts 
in New York City, is making a living in fine arts in New York. He is single and enjoys 
the city. Brant, 32, who is an attorney in Denver, finished college at Williams, then 
earned a law degree from the University of Denver. 

| have consulted on winter and summer resorts all over the world, and 
recently finished work on an ocean-oriented project in Jordan on the Gulf of 
Aqaba. Current plans will take me to Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo and Punta Mita, just 
north of Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, where I plan to be involved in a resort 
development. 

You can trace my childhood dream of building a ski area by following the 
various stages I went through to get where lam today. Not all smooth and easy, but 
always challenging and entertaining. 

Wounded in action while serving in Italy with 1Oth Mountain Infantry during 
World War II; director of Aspen Ski Patrol, 1946; ski instructor, Aspen Ski School, 
1947-50; graduated 1954 from I|’Ecole Hotelier de la Suisse, Lausanne, Switzerland; 
managed Loveland Ski resort, 1955-57; assistant manager, Aspen Highlands, 1958. 

Formed Vail Corporation with 26 investors, 1959. Planned Vail’s develop- 
ment: determined placement of lifts, trails, village location and layout. Served as 
general partner, Vail Associates, Ltd., 1960-65; president, board chairman, Vail 
Corporation, 1960-65; president, board chairman, Vail Associates, Inc., 1965-77. 

Served as president, National Ski Areas Assn., 1973-75; elected to Colorado Ski 
Hall of Fame, 1980; elected to National Ski Hall of Fame, 1984. 


Helen Stewart Fitzgerald Fiore 
Foxboro, MA 


lam retired and my health is generally good. It’s old age and obesity that are getting to me. 

I guess I’m a home management person (housewife) basically. | worked at 
Tobe Deutschmann Corp. in Canton; Bird Machine in South Walpole; got married 
in 1947 to Tony Fiore of Mansfield; had three children — Stephanie, Jennifer and 
Anthony Jr.; went to work-at Wells in Attleboro when my youngest was twelve; 
then at Hilsingers in Plainville. | retired in 1980 at the request of my husband (he 
said it cost him too much money to have me work). 

Now we both do volunteer driving for “Fish of Foxboro.” My special! interests 
are counted cross-stitch, reading, and camping with the “Jolly Foxes,” a camping 
group from the Foxboro Company. We have also camped across country several 
times by ourselves. 

I went to Chamberlain School of Retailing after high school, but did not like 
that line of work, and I never followed up on it. 

The thing I would like to do is take a trip to Australia and New Zealand some 
day. We'll see! And, of course, I’d like to win the lottery. | haven’t done that yet. 


Paul Honey Tanner 
South Easton, MA 


After graduation I worked for a short time and then entered the armed services with 
the 7Sth Infantry Division — US Army, March 1943. In June, I joined the 29th 
Infantry Division in France and did tour through France and Germany, receiving 
combat wounds November 1944. I was discharged in February 1946. 

I opened a service station in Rockland, MA in the spring of 1946. This led to 
selling used cars in Rockland and Abington, which led to the purchase of Ford 
agencies in Norwell and Easton in 1953 and 1955. I am still operating the 
dealership in Easton, near where my wife and I reside. 

I married Ruth Campbell of Boston in January 1949, and in 1953 we were 
blessed with the arrival of our son Paul, and in 1955 we were again blessed with the 
arrival of our son Philip. Ruth and I celebrated our 43rd wedding anniversary this 
past January. 
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Our son Paul is now president and treasurer of Tanner Ford Sales in Easton, is 
married and has a daughter who is 6 anda son, 4. They reside in Easton. Our son 
Philip is a practicing attorney who is married to Patricia Hunt, also a practicing 
attorney. They, too, reside in Easton. 

Our social activities have been family affairs at my second home in Wareham 
(swimming, diving and water skiing in summer — skating, hockey and ice fishing 
in winter) with sons and their friends, for 28 years. 

We eventually traveled to the Caribbean islands — 1978 through 1989, when 
my house in St. Croix was destroyed by Hurricane Hugo. 

We have a happy and pleasant married life, watching the two boys grow into 
fine, successful adults. Having experienced lung cancer in 1978, with surgery 
correcting it, I’m now very healthy, happy and enjoying life fully. I truly count 
myself as one of the lucky ones. 


Zoe Traut Hearon 
Leasburg, NC 
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Just a short summary of my life — which has been a very good one — since 
graduation. 

Mel and I have been married for 46 years, have five children, 10 grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. All are doing well and we are very proud of them. 

Have had a very busy life. In 1957 Mel retired after 33 years with the MBTA, 
and I retired after 10 years with the Foxboro Company. 

With our youngest son, the only child not married, Mel and I packed our 
motor home and headed west to Lake Havasu City, AZ. We lived there for one year. 
After only a couple of months there we discovered that two of our neighbors were 
from Sharon and that they had moved there only a couple of years before. It’s a 
small world. 

After I got arthritis and both of us began to feel old age creeping up on us our 
two sons in California thought we should move closer to one of our children. We 
loved to visit California, but didn’t want to live there. 

Our youngest son came here to North Carolina to visit his sister and family 
who live in Hyco Lake. He purchased the lot next to them and built a beautiful 
home for us to live in. We moved here in 1990 and enjoy living next to our 
daughter and being only 20 miles from our other daughter in Virginia. 


Am looking forward to our SOth anniversary reunion and seeing everyone. 
Hope I can make it — if not, best wishes to all. 


Patricia Trundy Sears 
Springdale, AR 


In January | returned from California where I visited my son, Stephen, and his 
family. He has been in the Navy 20 years, and is presently stationed at Lemoore NAS. 

Leo passed away in October 1990, and it has been quite an adjustment for me 
to make. We were married for 48 years. I have a Persian cat named Tom who keeps 
me company. 

In April of this year I began working. | also have my Home Health Certificate 
to go into homes to help with terminally ill patients. 

My son, Chris, who is also in the Navy and was a recruiter here for four years, 
will be stationed in Italy for three years, leaving on July 1st. Daughter Patty Anne, 
my oldest child, works as a nurse in the Veteran’s Administration Hospital at Lake 
City, FL. My son, Bill, lives in Ossipee, NH, and Stephen is stationed at Lemoore, 
CA. I try to see them all as often as I can. 

But at the moment I am helping friends with their microfilm business. So | 
keep very busy. I will be thinking of you all at the reunion, but as things are going 
now I will be unable to attend this time. 


Herbert P. Turck 
El Paso, TX 


Registered Professional Engineer. (Retired December 1984) 

Sharon High School/Northeastern/MIT. 

Health excellent (except high blood pressure which has plagued me for 35 
years and is controlled with medication). 

Tennis/6 days a week— walk three miles per day with my golden retriever, Honey. 

1942-1946/US Army Air Force; pilot B-17’s. 

Lived in Massachusetts until 1963, then the Philippines, followed by 20 years 
in northern California in the San Francisco Bay area. Owned my own corporation 
specializing in filtration and winery equipment. Sold it to my partner in 1984 and 
retired. 
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After retirement, lived in the US Virgin Islands on the island of St. Croix until 
September 1989 when Hurricane Hugo whipped through the island, leaving it 97 
percent destroyed. Since that time my wife and | have called the desert in the 
Southwest home. We live 5200 feet above sea level on Mt. Thunderbird in western 
El Paso, TX, approximately one mile from the New Mexico State border. 

Very happily married these past 11 years to Linda; although it did take me 
three frogs to find my princess. I have traveled most of the world at one time or 
another. I have three wonderful children and four grandchildren. My daughter, 
Nancy, is an attorney and lives in Boston and the Cape. She is head of the Appeal 
Court in Suffolk County. Peter is a career officer in the US Army, currently holding 
rank as major, now at Command School in Ft. Leavenworth, KS, but in June moves 
with his family to Ft. Lewis, near Seattle. Susie, my youngest, lives in Florida with 
her husband and daughter. 

My hobbies include reading, all sports, classical music, and living in El Paso. Of 
course, I also enjoy country western music and Mexican food, since El Paso has a 
common border with Mexico. | am very active in my church and volunteer 
approximately 20 hours a week in an evangelical outreach program. 

My plans for the future are to enjoy each day, live them fully, and reach out to 
my fellow man. 


John F. Van Vaerenewyck 
Sharon, MA 
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After leaving high school I entered the service in February 1943. Served two anda 
half years in Europe. Returned home in February 1946. 

Worked in a local garage, then, in 1953, became a permanent member of the 
Sharon Fire Department. Retired, as a lieutenant, in 1981. 

Married Cay McGrath in June 1949. We have five children and 12 grandchildren. 
Our eldest followed my footsteps and is now on the Sharon Fire Department. 


Carlotta Vitale Ecclestone 
Plymouth, MA 


[ have been working as a professional musician since graduate school, where I was 
privileged to serve the late Karl Geiringer as his assistant in the field of musicology. 

In 1948 Arthur Ecclestone and I married. Arthur was a graduate student in 
philology. After a short sojourn as a teacher he became a school principal in 
Westwood, MA. Subsequently, he became an attorney-at-law. We moved to 
Westwood and there raised our two sons. 

Edward, our older son, lives in Norwell, MA, with his wifeand son. Heis 43 and 
a senior vice president with the Fleet Bank. 

Our younger son, Brian, lives in Amherst, MA, with his wife and their son. 
Brian is a professional musician, teacher, composer and performer. 

My agent constantly reminds me of my wonderful life. I travel a great deal and 
work with very talented musicians, coaching them as they prepare for the concert 
stage. My children tell me I have earned a Ph.D. in Airport. 

The loves of my life continue to be my husband of 44 years and the family and 
life that we share. 

When the weather permits I swim in my pool or tend my flower gardens. I have 
yet to earn a degree in parallel parking, the art of which continues to elude me, but 
I am determined. 

Encapsulating 50 years of my life since leaving Sharon High is tantamount to 
dropping a sardine into the Mediterranean, but this ever-so-brief synopsis would 
be incomplete without some special thanks to the Misses Dorothy Chase and 
Dorris Newton whose enormous influence helped me throughout the years to 
achieve many of my successes. 


Jean Wilson Maxson 
Godfrey, IL 


I’ve been married to Bill Maxson for 48 years. He’s a graduate of M.I.T. and I attended 
Fisher Business School. We have four children, and Bill will be retiring in July. 
We attended Bill’s S5Oth high school class reunion in Claremont, NH two years ago. 
I play golf four to five times a week plus lots of bridge, and we love to travel. We 
were in London and Paris in January. 
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those we have lost 


And the stately ships go on 
To their haven under the hill; 

But O for the touch of a vanish’d hand, 
And the sound of a voice that is still! 


— Alfred Tennyson 


Eleanor Fishman Simon 
by her daughter, Caryl Simon-Katler of Sharon, MA 
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After graduating from Sharon High School, Eleanor attended Boston University, 
majoring in music. She continued to study with noted pianist Heinrich Gebhardt, 
gave a successful recital, and graduated with a Bachelor of Music degree in 1947. 

In August, she married Paul Simon, not the politician nor the singer, whom 
she had met on a blind date the previous year. She moved to New York City, where 
her daughter Caryl was born in 1950. Six years later, Eleanor and her family moved 
to Pearl River, 30 miles north of the city, where she lived for the next 35 years. 

There, Eleanor was an active volunteer with the Girl Scouts, PTA and other 
causes. She was an avid theater-goer, took up sculpting, and cared for several 
bulldogs and various cats. She was an artist at heart, was devoted to gardening, bird- 
watching and other wildlife causes. She grew beautiful flowers and filled her home 
with flourishing houseplants. 

Eleanor never lost her fiery temperament or her sense of humor, and remained 
a “people person” to the end. A mother, a grandmother, and a wife of 43 vers, she 
died on the eve of Mother’s Day, 1991. 


Helen Frisbee Whidden 
by her son, Mark V. Whidden of Canton, MA 


Three years after Helen Frisbee was graduated from Sharon High School she 
married Bernard E. Whidden of Boston, and for the next 37 years they made their 
home at 1178 Washington Street, Canton. 

During the time Bernard worked as a painter, first for Bird and Sons of Walpole 
and then for the Massachusetts Hospital School in Canton, he and Helen raised 
their three children, Gary, Mark and Sandra. 

When Bernard died in August 1982, Helen went to live with her daughter in 
San Antonio, TX. For most of her life, Helen’s main hobbies were growing house 
plants, flowers and vegetables. Helen died in Texas in August 1987. 

Her oldest son, Gary, 46, is an electrician who lives in Canton. Her second son, 
Mark, 38, is a carpenter who also lives in Canton. Her daughter, Sandra Lee 
Whidden-Leone, 37, works as a commercial property manager in Texas. 

Helen’s two grandchildren are Melissa Ann Whidden, Mark’s daughter, who 
was born July 7, 1975, and Jonathan Phillip Leone, Sandra’s son, who was born on 
Christmas Eve, 1987. 


Priscilla Howe Hynard 
by her sister, Charlotte Sullivan of Bradenton, FL 


After graduation from high school Priscilla sang with Phil Saltman’s Yankee Starlet 
radio show. She also sang at local USO shows, and appeared in many clubs during 
the 1940’s and 1950’s. 

During the mid- to late-1950’s she sang with Ray Dorey and Jess Cain on the 
Ray Dorey television show. While she was appearing on the radio show Bean Town 
Varieties, host Carl Moore was visited by Arthur Godfrey. After hearing Priscilla 
sing Mr. Godfrey asked her to be his guest on his radio show in New York. 

Priscilla appeared at the Statler Hilton’s Terrace Room with the Ruby Newman 
Orchestra and the Sammy Dale Orchestra. During the late 1960's she sang on the 
Cunard Line’s ships — Queen Elizabeth II, Franconia, and others. 

She and her second husband, Trevor Hynard, worked on the S.S. Emerald Seas 
as singer and orchestra leader, respectively, and together as social directors from 
1971 until her death in 1974. 
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Marion Plummer Wilson 
by her brother, Henry M. Plummer of Nashua, NH 


Marion was born in Cambridge and resided in Melrose until her family moved to 
54 Brook Road, Sharon, in 1930. 

She attended Sharon public schools until graduation in 1942. During her school 
years she was very active in tennis and art activities. Frequent school trips were 
made to her parents’ estate, Potomska, in South Dartmouth, for a rousing time. A 
portion of the summer months were spent attending camp in Hillsborough, NH. 

Following high school she traveled to Pennsylvania to attend Beaver College, 
where she was crowned May Queen of the college in 1946. After graduating from 
Beaver in that year, Marion moved to New York City and began her career with the 
Ladies Home Journal, eventually becoming Assistant Fashion Editor, and working 
with Nora O’Leary, who also grew up in Sharon. 

Shortly after starting her career she met Rodman Wilson, whom she married 
in 1948. They had two boys and two girls. Marion and Rod moved to Cresskill, NJ, 
and then to Saddle River, where she held several positions following her work at 
the Ladies Home Journal. 

Marion divorced Rod in 1975 and moved to Manchester, VT, where she held 
several jobs, culminating in one at Hildene, Robert Todd Lincoln’s estate, where 
she served as Artistic Director. 

Her artistic ability, gardening talents, and joy of life were her trademarks. 
Marion passed away on August 27, 1989. 


John David Shyne 
by his brother, Eugene F. Shyne Jr. of Walpole, MA 
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As John wasn’t yet 18 when he got out of high school, he went a year to prep school 
in Boston until he was drafted in the spring of 1943. He was assigned to the 
Quartermaster Corps, limited service, because of poor eyesight. He shipped to 
England as a casual truck driver, but, like many others, was assigned to the 2nd 
Division, Infantry, as a rifleman. 


He was in action from January 1, 1945 in Belgium until the end of the 
European war on May 7, 1945. He was in Czechoslovakia at the time. He returned 
with the 2nd Division to the US for service against Japan, but the war ended and he 
was discharged in Texas in November 1945. 

On his return home he went to Northeastern University’s College of Engineer- 
ing, where he completed several years that led to his getting an engineering 
certificate from the Massachusetts Department of Public Works. There he worked 
for many years as chief of survey parties and other projects having to do with much 
new road construction. 

John lived at the family home at 126 Pond St. until the early 1960's, then lived 
briefly in Boston and Norwood until he got a home in Walpole, a five-room ranch, 
in what had been the Veterans Project, and lived there until his death in July 1988. 

John did not marry in spite of a couple of near misses. He liked to travel and 
took trips to Europe and Hawaii. He was also a devotee of the American Civil War 
and took several tours of the big battle sites, such as Antietam and Gettysburg. 

John was a heavy smoker and was diagnosed in 1985 as having inoperable 
tumors in both lungs. He continued to work, however, until the time of his death. 
He always spoke tondly of his old friendships and adventures with his Sharon 
contemporaries. 


Irving Francis Traut 
from The Sharon Advocate and Sharon Annual Town Report 


Soon after graduating from Sharon High, Irving joined the Air Force and served 
until after the end of World War II. He later served in the Air Force during the 
Korean conflict. 

He became a call firefighter in Sharon in 1953, a permanent firefighter six years 
later, a fire lieutenant in 1961, and captain in 1976. He retired in 1984 after serving 
32 years with the Sharon Fire Department. 

Irving married Dorothy Cornell, and they had three daughters. Karen O’Brien 
lives in Canton, MA, and Judith Greenfield and Patty Lesco both live in Sharon. 
Irving also lett six grandchildren when he died Dec. 16, 1991, at the age of 68. 

His sister, Zoe Traut Hearon of North Carolina, also graduated in the Sharon 
High School Class of 1942. Irving had three brothers, Walter Traut of Connecticut, 
Herman Traut and the late Conrad Traut, both of Sharon. 
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He was a member of the Sharon Country Club for 28 years and was always 
regarded as an enthusiastic golfer. 


Helen Voit Prescott 
by her husband, David L. Prescott of South Windsor, CT 


Helen Florence Voit was born in 1924. Helen Florence Voit Prescott died in 1985. 
She had two children, a son and a daughter. And she had two grandsons and two 
granddaughters. 

Helen’s style of life, quiet and unassuming, was her hallmark as a person, wife, 
mother and friend. Active in organizations to benefit others, she shone in her quiet way 
to benefit individuals less fortunate than herself. 

A superior draftsman, Helen led women into the drafting rooms in the 1940’s, 
quietly and responsibly. She was an early doer in women’s affairs. 

Her life had an everlasting positive effect on all of us who knew her. She 
abundantly expressed her good fortune in being a part of the Class of ’42. 


Ruth Weir Spiezio 
by her daughter, Shirley Turnbull of South Easton, MA 
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After graduating from high school, Ruth attended nursing school in Boston for three 
years. Starting in 1945, she worked as a nurse in Norwood Hospital for two years, 
and onJan. 18, 1947 she married Geno Spiezio and chose to end her nursing career. 

Her first child, Shirley, whose married name is Turnbull, was born on Jan. 18, 
1948, exactly one year after Ruth’s wedding day. Her second daughter, Marilyn, 
whose married name is Springer, was born on April 19, 1954, and her son, John, 
was born on Jan. 13, 1960. 

Ruth spent her years at home raising her children and being a homemaker in 
Mansfield, MA. She and her husband always enjoyed taking weekend trips, and the 
entire family often spent vacation time at Lake Winnipesaukee in New Hampshire. 

She was 52 years of age when she died on Jan. 28, 1973, and she left her 
husband, her three children, and two grandchildren. Two other grandchildren 
were born since her death. 


Taken from the Sharon Annual Town Report for 1942: 
From report of Harold A. Clark, Sharon High School principal: 


The publication “Marsengold,” the senior yearbook, was indeed 
a credit to this class. Wortman, Barton and Gould, Inc. of 345 
Madison Avenue, New York, sent the following letter to my 
office dated December 30, 1942: 


“It gives us great pleasure to inform you, in behalf of 
the Martin Cantine Company, that you are among 
the winners of the Cantine Awards for 1942.” 


This award is made on the basis of outstanding skill in the 
production of school annuals for that year. 


let’s keep in touch 


Georse- Alleria aia cra iatcrtla see 67S Park HiRes Danville, CA 94526 
Gwendolyn Alley: Mrs. Estelle Sablone ....... Rtes#1;Box2080 tii iste totes Bronson, FL 32621 
Caryl Andrews: Mrs. James Drapert.............. 43559 Almond Lanese: 22 .cctenteet oe Davis, CA 95616 
Edward Berper tartaric ey ee ee 27-Pine, Grove Avel ai ee Sharon, MA 02067 
David Bish paiee cemee. sett ccckdees Sy Occerdas tenes: 67 Meadowbrook Rd. .............see00e- Bangor, ME 04401 
Mary Bremner: Mrs. Stanley Kurpeski ......... 49 Dana Avery. -tevn ar lctreeds Hyde Park, MA 02136 
Virginia Bremner: Mrs. Obie Welliver ......... 28 Parkhurtstot..2)2. 4. Quincy, MA 02169 
Eleanor Cox: Mrs. Eleanor Drew ...............+ LIAS Barnes RO AWA sere eee Bowdon, GA 30108 
Frank Fitz patncks, Sox. tele nk ee 1755 S. Jones Blvd., #R-103 ............ Tucson, AZ 85713 
Ruth Flanagan: Mrs. Ruth Pelizzon ............. LY DP Bay Rd aden esh renee ee ees Sharon, MA 02067 
Gertrude French: Mrs. William Curtis ......... RFD #2, Box 217-B ... Lake View Plantation, ME 04463 
Betty, Pryce Misc invill® VOst.: ti: cnvam othe; SO Crest RUM 1, cscseaces ns ates tee Sharon, MA.02067 
PIC GalniGy ie eer eet. errr esa 1S- Ames Steq kirc., cece cease eee Sharon, MA 02067 
Wilhlanitsardnelece.t er ee ea 50 RichardsiAve. ..074..-ccte es atores Sharon, MA 02067 
John HemiGn waar wee or sgt tot cceed es tess. 5\ PRINS AV Gs tcc wyertete eee Rockport, MA 01966 | 
Barbara Hughes: Mrs. Barbara Wagnet ........ PO BOX 25 ftir 7 ne eee Bandon, OR 97411 
JON Landay ci2.e a ees el hececes Oe Se ie icb cv eceetacd tees heen ieee oe Hull, MA 02045 
Florence Lavezzo: Mrs. Charles Cittadino ...4 Grant Circle ...................cecceeeeeeee Sharon, MA 02067 
Jonni McGrath ee ee eee ae 4379 Jib Boom Ct., #1-C ............ Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Ellen McNamara: Mrs. Ellen Finucane ........ 1602 Sherwood Ave. ............ Sudbury, Ontario P384L3 
Norma Meister: Mrs. Fred Vihlen................ TAZ95 SW i292:S ty eee Homestead, FL 33030 
Priscilla, MorsesMis. Clayton Varney aetecce cee aa ee ee Island Falls, ME 04747 
David Nickerson. .c45-chat i eee 155 Queen Anne Rd. «:...4.0-.0-.50c Chatham, MA 02633 
Frederick Niethold.. 2.35 cca ee ae 299 South Main St... ...c i ee Sharon, MA 02067 
Muriel Ornell: Ms. Muriel Ornell ................ 100 Memorial Drive, #2-16C .. Cambridge, MA 02142 
Marjorie Poirier: Mrs. Marjorie Neilson ....... 447 Delancy Coutt ............ Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
[EVs POSU ess cs cake Socdss ches taeeee meen eee BO GTeSG RC vi sin. Coen eee eee Sharon, MA 02067 
Robert: POWETS <a..shan-acs-+ancece enone eee 308 Massapoag AVE. ...........cesseeeeeee Sharon, MA 02067 
Wesley RoDIgsOmn .2:,.<).snescr eee ere ATE ESBIOAGWAY «14. -peteredeeest ode +2 Haverhill, MA 01830 
Catherine Rockett: Mrs: Gatherine SonginoL8. Pirie Rat gags ieee. sere cae Sharon MA 02067 
Roslyn Rodman: Mrs. Sanford Leventhal ....2555 Dahoon Ave............... Coconut Creek, FL 33063 
sanford: Rogers icc eer eee S801 Ota Ven 25.35 esas es na St. Petersburg, FL 33713 
Peter Seibert) 255 .i2.chtesttr see cs ee BOX LUI OE 2.5... v center tetra ete mace Edwards, CO 81632 
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Helen Stewart: Mrs. Anthony Fiore............. EB IUICASSCU OC Vensens pede devasbaae Foxborough, MA 02035 


SPREE ATISRCT BC cc tscta yooh si beh hs cosy. cudibet aes. 695 Washington St. ............. South Easton, MA 02375 
oe AD Dee 0s a @ (22106 ee ees Re te OX ates cen atstety ea one oh coe Leasburg, NC 27291 
Patricia Trundy: Mrs. Patricia Sears ............. 1101 S. Old Missouri Rd.,#48 ....Springdale, AR 72764 
MLCT EBL ITC Ki vary etcetera ees tte 17 i7-Cemito Grande 7.37. = ccc sae El Paso, TX 79912 
SET IONASOV ACUI eee dere cere ate Covey iN un sl sees RSOALIELE RULE deny creaeerrn acess ate Enfield, CT 06082 
BOT Valev aelenewyCK, sta. lodsntvse...seaeteesstee« TZINOUOIK Platers. iti cesta ss Sharon, MA 02067 
Carlotta Vitale: Mrs. Arthur Ecclestone ....... PAM OIRE: RU sagt cites eee ea Plymouth, MA 02360 
Jean Wilson: Mrs. James Maxson..............5 DEAE AVIOL AVOM 2s, ie onetceviats aiere, os Godfrey, IL 62035 


To write relatives of those we have lost: 


for Eleanor Fishman Simon: 


her daughter, Mrs. Caryl Simon-Katler........ HO MALISHOIC Sts... -uesttadtes-- oe onaees Sharon, MA 02067 
for Helen Frisbee Whidden: 

Bee sOrp Wark Whiddemics ... soos iced foresee ne, 364-A Neponset Street ..........::0068. Canton, MA 02021 
for Priscilla Howe Hynard: 

her sister, Charlotte A. Sullivan..........0........ BSDOPEIAVESVY. tess eee ciate e Bradenton, FL 34209 
for Marion Plummer Wilson: 

met orother, Henry Plummer Jr. .........:.:1..... SD NeWEastle. DT ADL. LO stress ste: Nashua, NH 03060 
for John Shyne: 

me lLonmen muvene Fo Shyner jr. rc ccs ives PERAVINONG AVC... .sedorcsa meee. Walpole, MA 02081 
for Irving Traut: 

enmieorothy. Gr Traut stisss-strzcas-sesesere JeBASIICION L: ROL ot. sures oh, sock ieee ees. e2 Sharon, MA 02067 
for Helen Voit Prescott: 

her husband, David L. Prescott ................0.. 4 1Gitcr Hie DTives.. <1.desa)s South Windsor, CT 06074 
for Ruth Weir Spiezio: 

her daughter, Shirley Turnbull ................... aIGAR SE ANC Lol oie ee tae South Easton, MA 02375 


Keeping in touch with our teachers: 

BaemetOtny. Ma Chasen siecces nc sites e ce ek SIG FE 9 Rat 2. RE SEs Enea Newburyport, MA 01950 
PER MPATYIS © INCWLOLI ire eny cnt. ccocebiceaseseens eee DO XeT OA TLIC aStiol.. vy csatentevcaces eee: Sharon, MA 02067 
Classmates we cannot find: 


Peter C. Hall 
Helmuth J. Lehmbecher 
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